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CITY ORDINANCE NO. 215 

Series of 2022 

AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING THE CONSTRUCTION OF NEW 
INFORMAL SffiLER DWELLINGS IN ALL BARANGAYS, 
MANDATING All PUNONG BARANGAY OF THE CITY OF 
BACOOR, CAVITE TO STRICTLY IMPLEMENT THIS ORDINANCE 
AND NATIONAl lAWS CONCERNING THE PROLIFERATION OF 
SQUATTING SYNDICATES, MANDATING THE REINTEGRATION 
AND IN-CITY RELOCATION OF INFORMAL SffiLER FAMILIES 
AND PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS HEREOF. 

Sponsored by: 

Hon. Aide Jose/ito Pagulayan 

Co-Sponsored by: 

Hon. Catherine Sarlno-Evarlsto, Hon. Michael E. Solis, Hon. 
Adrielito G. Gawaran, Han. Victoria l. Guerrero, Hon. 
Alejandro F. Gutierrez. Hon. levy M. Tela, Hon. Roberto l. 
Advincula, Hon. Reynaldo D. Palabrica, Hon. Reynaldo M. 
Fabian. Hon. Rogello M. Nolasco. Hon. Simplicia G. 
Dominguez. Hon. Ramon N. Bautista, Hon. Mac Raven 
Espiritu 

WHEREAS, under DILG Memorandum Circular No. 98-
202 and 98-234. any borongoy official who abets and 
tolerates activities of the professional squatters and 
squatting syndicates may be charged odminislrotively or 
moy be dismissed if found guilly. 

WHEREAS, professional squatters and squatting 
syndicates divert the financial resources intended for 
informal settler families who ore more deserving of 
assistance from the City Government. 

WHEREAS. Republic Ac t No. 7279 provides that i t is 
the poficy of the Stole to undertake. in cooperation with 
the private sector. o comprehensive and continuing Urban 
Development and Housing Program . 

WHEREAS, in fine with the said legal framework. il is 
incumbent upon the Songguniong Ponlungsod lo pass on 
ordinance thai will effectively slop lhe proliferation of 
professional squotte~ and squatting syndicates in fhe City 
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o f Bocoor, discourage the construction of new informal 
settler dw ellings in areas I ho t ore deemed a t high risk from 
the impact of natura l calamities, and establish a policy 
that will reintegrate informal selller families into the 
economic mainstream and qualify them for in-city 
relocation. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by lhe 5th 
Songguniong Ponlungsod of the City o f Bocoor, Covite 
thai: 

Section 1. Tille. This Ordinance sha ll be re ferred lo 
as the "Anti-Squatting and Informal Settler Reintegration 
Ordinance of Bacoor 

Section 2. Policy. It shall be the policy of lhe City of 
Bocoor I hot: 

2.1. Informal settler families shall be assisted 
by lhe city government to the best of its obifilies in 
at ta ining belter living conditions and more 
economic opportunities thai will help them join I he 
economic mainstream; 

2.2. The construction of new informal settler 
dwellings o tter lhe dote of e ffectivity of this 
Ordinance is hereby prohibited: 

2.3. Borongoy officia ls o re expected to ploy 
a crucia l role not only in assisting ISFs hove better 
lives but also in curtailing the criminal activities of 
professional squa tters and squalling syndicates. 

Section 3. Deflnlllons. The following words os used 
in this Ordinance shall hove the following meanings: 

o. Informal selller families - ore households 
living in o lot. whether private or public, without lhe 
consent o f the properly owner: or those wilhoutlegol c la im 
over the property they ore occupying: or those living in 
danger areas such os esteros. railroad tracks, garbage 
dumps, riverbanks, shorelines, and waterways; 

b . Professional Squollers • re fers to individuals 
or groups who occupy lands without the express 
consent of the landowner and who hove sufficient 
income lor legitimate housing. The term sha ll a lso 
apply to persons, who hove previously been awarded 
home lots or housing units by the Government but who 
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sold, leased or lronsferred lhe some and sellled 
illegally in lhe some p lace or in onolher urban area. 
and non-bono fide occuponls and inlruders of lands 
reserved for socialized housing. The lerm shall nol 
apply Ia individuals or groups. who simply renl land 
and housing from professional squotlers or squalling 
syndicates. 

c. Professional squalling syndicates- groups 
of persons engaged in the illegal business of squotler 
housing for profil or gain. 

Seclion 4. Prohibiled Acls. The following eels ore 
hereby prohibited : 

4.1. Allowing lhe conslruclion. repair. 
renovolion, or enlorgemenl of new or old informal 
selller dwellings on any public or privolely owned land 
within lhe Cily of Bocoor; 

4.2. Conslrucling any house or slruclure on 
any govemmenl-owned or privolely owned land 
wilhoul lhe express consenl of lhe property owner or 
wilhoul any legal claim over lhe said land: 

4.3. Receiving by any borongay or city 
govemmenl official or employee any fee, gift, favor, 
or considerolion from any professional squotler or 
professional squalling syndicates: 

4.4. Allowing people who ore employed 
and has sufficienl income Ia rent dwellings lhal were 
conslructed by professionof squollers or by 
professional squatting syndicates; 

4.5. leasing oul structures or parcels of land 
or bolh Ia onolher person despile nol owning either 
the said slruclures or land or bofh; and 

4.6. Coercing. lhreolening. or harassing 
informal selller families in order Ia compel I hem Ia poy 
any omounl for lhe righl Ia occupy land which i.s nol 
theirs or any house or slruclure buill on lhe said land 
which is also nol owned by lhe person/s demanding 
such poymenl. 

Section 5. Penaltle$. Any person who viololes 

Seclion 4 hereof shall. upon conviclion by o court ol 
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low. pay o fine o f PS.OOO. be imprisoned from six (6) 
months up to one ( I) year. ond shofl be perpetually 
disqualified from availing of any benefit or housing unit 
from the housing programs ond social services 
projects o f the c ity government. 

Any elected borongoy official or c ity govemmenl 
employee who violates this ordinance or who abets 
ond/or foleroles oclivilies o f p rofessional squoflers 
and/or squa l ling syndica tes shofl be charged 
criminally and odminislrolively by the Cily Legal 
Officer and shall be d ismissed from o ffice if found 
guilty by o court of low. 

SecHon 6. RelnfegraHon and In-City RelocoHon. 
The Housing Urban Development and Resefllemenl 
Deportment is hereby d irected to prepare o 
Reintegration and ln-Cffy Relocation Plan for oil 
informal sefller families qualified lo benefit under lhe 
Housing Program of the City o f 8ocoor. The said plan 
shall be submifled lo lhe Songgunion wilhin 40 d oys 
from I he dole of effectivity o f this Ordinance. 

Section 7. Implementation of Ordinance. The Housing 
Urban Development ond Resetllemenl Deportment. 
with lhe supervision of the Cily Mayor. Is empowered 
to implement this Ordinance and to require the 
assistance of oil the borongoy officials of the City. the 
Philippine Notional Police. the City Inspection and 
Compliance Unit. and ofl other departments ond units 
under the Office o f the City Mayor in such 
implementation. 

Section 8. Implementing Rules and Regulations. - To 
oppropriolely monoge lhe orderly odministrofion of the 
provisions of this code. lhe Housing Urban Development 
and Resetllement Deportment. lhe City Social Welfare 
ond Development Office. ond City Legal Services Office 
shall prepare lhe Implementing Rules and Regvlolions for 
approval of the 8oord within three (3) months from the 
dote of effectivity of this Code . 

Section 9. Seporoblllty Clouse. - if, for ony reason. ony 
portion or provision. sec lion or port of the Code is declared 
not valid by o Court of compelenl jurisdiction or suspended 
or revoked by lhe Songgunian. such judgment shall nol 
offect or impair the remaining portions. provisions. sections. 
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or ports hereof which shall remain or continue to be in full 
force and effecl. 

Section 10. Repealing Clouse - All ordinances. Nles and 
regulations or ports thereof which ore in conflict or 
inconsistent with lhe P<avisions of lh~ Code ore hereby 
considered repealed. amended or modified. accordingly. 

Section 11. Dote of Effectivity.- This Code shall toke effect 
immediately after ils pubRcotion at leosl once in o 
newspaper of general ckulotion in the Province of Covite. 

UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED by the 5th Songguniong 
Pontungsod of the City of Socoor. Covite on 15 August 2022 
during its regular session held of the City of Bacoor. Cavile. 

CERTIFICATION 

1 hereby certify to the correctness of the quoted ordinance. 

HON. ROWENA BAUnSTA-MENDIOLA 

City Vice Mayor 

ATTEST 0 8Y: 

ATTY. KHALI D A. ATEGA JR. 

Songguniong Pontungsod Secretory 

APPROVED: 

HON. STRIKE B. REVILLA 

City Mayor 't' 

Dole of Approval: Jl:?r. Ol 2022 
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