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CITY ORDINANCE NO. CO 85-2020
Series of 2020

AN ORDINANCE REQUIRING THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNIT,
AND ALL ITS INSTRUMENTALITIES, AND PRIVATE BUSINESS
ESTABLISHMENTS TO CONDUCT MANDATORY TESTING OF ITS
EMPLOYEES WHO WILL BE RETURNING TO WORK.

Intfroduced by: HON. ALDE F. PAGULAYAN
Sponsored by:

Hon. Roberto L Advincula. Hon. Miguel N. Bautista, Hon.
Rowena Bautista-Mendiola, Hon. Leandro A. De Leon, Hon.
Mac Raven Espirtu, Hon. Adrielifoc G. Gawaran, Hon.
Alejandro F. Gutierrez, Hon. Hemando C. Gufierrez, Hon.
Victorio L. Guemero, Jr, Hon. Roberto R. Javier, Hon.
Gavudencio P. Nolasco, Hon. Alde Joselito F. Pagulayan,
Hon. Reynaldo D. Palabrica and Hon. Michael E. Solis

WHEREAS, it is the avowed policy of the City to
protect its citizens from the effects of any public health
threat that may possibly disadvantage its constituencies:

WHEREAS, on March 8, 2020, President Rodrigo Roa
Duterte declared a State of Public Health Emergency
throughout the Philippines under Proclamation No. 922 to
address the Covid-19 threat, and subsequently a state of
nationwide calamity under Proclamation No. 9§29, seres of
2020;

WHEREAS, as of May 17, 2020, the Philippines has a
total of 12.513 confimed COVID-19 cases. of which there
are 824 deaths:

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 17 of Republic Act No.
7160, otherwise known as the Local Government Code of
1991, local govermnment units shall exercise such other
powers and discharge such other functions and
responsibilities as necessary, appropriate, or incidental to
efficient and effective provisions of the basic services and
facilities, including but not limited to, health services which
include, among others, communicable disease prevention,
control and management;

WHEREAS, pursuant to the general welfare clause
under Section 146 of Republic Act No. 7160, otherwise
known as the Local Govermment Code of 1991, local
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government units are empowered to enact legislation that
will promote general welfare;

WHEREAS. Republic Act [RA] No. 11469 (Bayanihan to
Heal as One Act) was enacted placing the country in a
state of Nafional Emergency due to the threat of COVID-
19. Under such act, loecal govemment units (LGUs] are
mandated to act within the letter and spirit of all rules,
regulations, and directives issued by the National
Government, and for them to fully cooperate in
implementing policies to address COVID-19;

WHEREAS, with the increasing number of COVID-19
cases in the country, there is also a subsequent increase in
the demand for RT-PCR testing all over the country which
prompted the national government to issue guidelines on
nsk-based testing for COVID-1%9. and so the Department of
interior and Local Government (DILG) issued Memorandum
Circular No. 2020-073, GUIDELINES FOR THE CONDUCT OF
THE EXPANDED TESTING PROCEDURES FOR COVID-19.
dated 13 Aprl 2020, in response to the issuance of the
Department of Health (DOH) Memorandum No. 2020-015)
dated 31 March 2020, which was reiterated by the DOH
under DC No. 2020-0174, 9 April 2020, and further reiterated
by DOH under MC No. 2020-0180, dated 146 April 2020,
REVISED INTERIM GUIDELINES OMN EXPANDED TESTING FOR
COVID-19;

NOW, THEREFORE:

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE SANGGUNIANG PANLUNGSOD OF
BACOOR, CAVITE IN REGULAR ONLINE SESSION ASSEMBLED,
THAT:

section 1. All employees of the Local Government
Unit and all its instrumentalities, whether permanent,
casual. co-terminus. job order, aond all employees of
pnvate business establishments shall be subjected to
Bacoor City Expanded Mass Testing for COVID-19 Program
in accordance with the DOH DM 2020-0180, Revised
Interim Guidelines on Expanded Mass Testing for COVID-19
and DILG MC 2020-073. A Medical Clearance from the City
Health Office [CHO) shall be a requirement before
returning back to work.

Seclion 2. Expenses incumed in testing public sector
workers in the City shall be charged agoinst the cumrent
budget of the City. Meanwhile, private establishments shall
bear the costs of testing their employees, in accordance
with the Omnibus Guidelines on the Implementation of
Community Quarantine in the Philippines, approved by the
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Inter-Agency Task Force for the Management of Emerging
Infectious Diseases (IATF).

Section 3. In no instance shall the cost of the testing
be charged to the employees, whether public or private.

Section 4. COVID-19 EXPANDED TESTING is defined as
testing all individuals who are at-risk of contracting COVID-
19 infection, priortizing all (1) suspect caoses. (2] all
individuals with relevant history of travel or exposure [or
contact), whether symptomatic or asymptomatic, and (3)
health care workers, frontiners and all other public
employees with possible exposure whether symptomatic or
asymptomatic. The list of sub-groups or at-isk individuals
arranged in order of greatest to lowest need for testing is
ideniified by the DOH in DOH DM No. 2020-0180.

Section 5. The Local Government through its Human
Resource Management and Development Department
and the City Health Office shall generate a list of
individuals who shall be included in the Expanded Moss
Testing Program, and proper reporting and coordination of
results to the regional epidemiclogical surveillonce unit
(RESU) and the DOH shall be done by the CHO in
accordance with the protocols established by DOH.

Section 6. Private business establishments shall
comply with the provisions of opplicable IATF Resolution
and MNational Task Force issuance, and the DOH DM No.
2020-0220 dated 11 May 2020, INTERIM GUIDELINES ON
RETURN TO WORK, which requires, among others that
employers shall adopt a business continuity plan to prevent
the spread of COVID-19, with proper screening by licenses
medical practitioner of their employees who wil be
ordered to return to work. Cost of COVID-19 testing
conducted in accordance with the provisions of DOH DM
0220 if not covered by FPhiHealth shall be bome by
employers. Aside from submission and reporting to DOH.
the employers shall submit relevant information and testing
results to the City Health Office [CHO), copy fumnished the
Business Permits and Llicensing Office [BPLO). for proper
monitoring and guidance.

Section 7. In case of suspected COVID-19
Community-based Transmission, as may be determined by
the City Epidemiclogy and Surveillance Unit (CESU) or by
the City Task Force COVID-19. the Expanded Mass testing
may be performed in such area or locality within the City
such as at a household, purok and barangay-level,
depending on availability of funds and resources, using
proper sampling methodology and testing technology in

e e o e = .. s,
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Diseases and Health Events of Public Health Concern Act,
which penalizes NON-COOPERATION of persons and
entifies that should REPORT and/or RESPOND to nofifiable
diseases or health events of public concemn (Section 9, [O]).
the penalty of which i fine of not less than Twenty
thousand pesos (P20,000.00) but not more than Fifty
thousand pesos (P50,000.00) or imprisonment of not less
than one (1] month but not more than six () months, or
both such fine and imprisonment, at the discretion of the
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City Councilor low, the chiel executive officer, president, general
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M Section 9. Any employee of any department, office
HON. MAC RAVEN ESPIRITY or unit of the City Govemment who fails to subject himself

ity Gouncilor - SK FEDERATION PRESIDENT | ¢ hersellf to the expanded mass tesfing as required by the

CHO shall be subjected to disciplinary measures.
Administrative penalfies may be applied. The head of the
unit shall be responsible to ensure that all its employees are
properly examined/assessed ond tested by the CHO
before returning back to work,

Section 10. Any private business establishment which
fails to subject its employees to physical examination and
testing as required by law, rules and regulations shall be
Nissroved by: subject to revocation of business license and appropriate
fines and penalfies.
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Attested by:

ATTY. KHALID &, ATEGA, JR,
Sangguniang Panlungsod Secrelary

Certified by:

HOMN, CATHERINE SARINO-EVARISTO
City Vica Mayor | Presiding Officer

Approved by:

HOM. LANI MERCADD - REVILLA
City Mayor

section 11. The City Mayor may, from time fo time,
issue executive order, memaorandum or public advisory,
rules and regulations necessary for the effective
implementation of this ordinance.

Seclion 12. Effectivity. This Ordinance shall be
immediately implemented upon its approval and
publication in the official websites of the Bacoor City
governnment  [wwwbocoorgovphl and of the
sangguniang Panlungsod of the City of Bacoor
(www.bacoorcitysp.com).

APPROVED on the 25% doy of May 2020 by a
unanimous vote of all the members of the 4" Sangguniang
Panlungsod of the City of Bacoor, Cavite during the 9
regular session conducted online held in the City of
Bacoor, Cavite with the use of a videoconferencing
applicofion approved by a majority of its members.

| hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance is frue

and comect and that it was duly passed in accordance
with lcw,

Certified |by: -
ol 1 8

-

ERINE SARINO-EVARISTO
ayor/Presiding Officer

HON/CA
City Vice

Attested by:

A. ATEGA JR.
sangguniang Fanlungsod Secretary

Approved by:
. LANI QEICADQ-HE‘JILM

Mavyor,

Date of Approval:
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